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“Christ Our Good Shepherd Restores the Souls of Men by Fulfilling All Righteousness for Them.” 

He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Psalm 23:3.
 

Introduction.


Christ clearly is our Good Shepherd.  From this passage we see again there is not any place we go that He has not gone already ahead of us.  Indeed, Christ our Good Shepherd goes places and experiences things we could never handle.  Christ experienced everlasting death on the Cross so that we would not, the Good Shepherd giving up His life for His sheep, i.e., for His Church.


Christ our Good Shepherd also lived His entire life for us.
  His Entire Holy Life was dedicated to public service, to live a Holy Human Life so that He could give this Holy Human Life to us and to all men.


Finally, this Blessed Work of Salvation is certain because He stakes His Holy Name on it.


Christ our Good Shepherd restores the souls of all men by fulfilling all righteousness, whether it be the righteousness of bearing the consequences of sin on the Cross, or the fulfilling of the law by His Holy Life lived for all men.

I.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Restores the Souls of Men by His Perfect Righteousness Fulfilled for Them.
A.  The souls of men perished by his disobedience.


When Christ says He leads in the way of righteousness, that does not sound appealing to men because men are sinners.  Righteousness according to the Law, after the fall into sin, leads to death.


The righteousness of the Law strikes fear into the hearts of men – and rightly so.  The souls of men were poisoned and destroyed by unrighteousness.  We hear righteousness, which means doing the right thing always everywhere, scoffed in our day.  Unrighteousness is lauded as the enlightened way.  Imagine that, walking in the darkness of doing the wrong thing is considered enlightened.  Such is the case when walking according to the fallen human nature because the flesh loves darkness rather than light because its ugliness of sin remains under the cloak of darkness.  In the Gospel according to the Apostle St. John Jesus says:

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.  For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.  But he that doeth truth cometh to the light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God.


Where does our “enlightened” approach to unrighteousness take us?  It takes us to the darkness and dust of death.  Adam has already tried our modern view.  It failed miserably.  The Apostle St. Paul writes of Adam’s experiment with unrighteousness:

Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned ... .

B.  Christ our Good Shepherd fulfills all righteousness for all men.


Obviously our “modern” approach of unrighteousness is a catastrophe of the first order.  Man lost everything through this “enlightened” approach of unrighteousness.  Man earned what his unrighteousness deserved, but God certainly did not give him what he deserved.  God intervened for man purely out of His Goodness and Grace in Christ.  For this reason, to help man in his infirmity of sin, Christ Our Good Shepherd leads us in paths unavailable to us because of sin, namely, righteousness that avails before God.
  David writes:

He restoreth my soul:  He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.
 


Christ does not lead us in the way of righteousness of the Law, which would make Him our executioner, but rather in the Way of Righteousness that justifies, refreshes, and restores the soul, and saves.  Christ leads in the Way of Righteousness wherein He fulfills all righteousness for all men and gives it to all men freely in the Gospel.


 To lead in the paths of righteousness means to pay the cost of unrighteousness.  Consequently, Christ suffered and died on the Cross in order to Atone for the sins of all men.  Through this Blessed Work, Christ fulfilled the requirements of righteousness to pay the debt owed for unrighteousness.  The Apostle St. John writes:

Then said Jesus unto them again, I am the good shepherd:  the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.


We also see here Christ’s committed relationship to His Church.  He gives His life for His Church.  Christ’s relationship to His Church is not passing but rather a commitment that goes to the matter of His life.  No greater love or commitment can someone have than to give his life for another.
  Christ, therefore, exhibits His undying commitment to fallen men by His Passion.  And Christ is God.  Hence, we see that God gives His Own Life in order to deliver men from sin.


Because Christ Atones for the sins of men by His Passion, All is Forgiven and All Righteousness is Fulfilled.  The Lutheran Church confesses:

Well does Augustine
 say:  All the commandments of God are fulfilled when whatever is not done, is forgiven.


Christ, moreover, not only fulfilled all righteousness by suffering the consequences of our not fulfilling all righteousness, but also lived His Holy Life to fulfill all righteousness for us in order that we be the righteousness of God forever.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For he hath made him to be sin fo us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.

Again, the Apostle St. Paul writes:

But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the law, To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.

In Proverbs 8 Jesus describes how He fulfilled all our obligations for us under the Law in order that we garner everlasting treasures and wealth:

I lead in the way of righteousness, in the midst of the paths of judgment:  That I may cause those that love me to inherit substance; and I will fill their treasures.


Christ our Good Shepherd fulfills all righteousness for us and, thereby, delivers us from sin, death, and everlasting poverty, and enriches us forever beyond measure.

II.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Restores the Souls of Men through the Gospel.

A.  Christ restores the souls of men through the Gospel.


Christ delivers to men His Righteousness in their behalf through the Gospel.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.  For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.


Through the Gospel men’s souls are refreshed, restored, and saved.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves:  it is the gift of God:  Not of works, lest any man should boast.  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

B.  Christ Our Good Shepherd ushers men into life eternal.


Our souls rest securely in the Righteousness of Christ because not only is His Righteousness that refreshes and restores our souls without blemish and flawless, but also He, i.e., the Almighty, Holy, and Eternal God, stakes His Name and Honor on it.  For the Lord says He leads us in the way of righteousness “for My Name’s Sake.”  Because God stakes our Salvation on His Honor and Good Name, then, our salvation obviously is certain.  Consequently, our salvation in Christ is secure and certain beyond measure.  The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard writes:

Our salvation has been set in His hands more firmly and more securely than the heavens and the earth that those hands created (Isa. 45:[12]).  We have been written down in those hands from eternity (Isa. 49:16), and from them no one can snatch us or our salvation (John 10:29).

Conclusion.


Christ is our Good Shepherd because He leads sinners in the Ways of Righteousness that do not condemn but saves from sin because Christ our Good Shepherd was righteous for us and leads us in the Paths of Righteousness He walked for us.


Christ Shepherds us through this Righteousness for us of the Gospel unto life eternal, all the everlasting  compounding riches of His Kingdom, and the resurrection of the body when He returns again in glory.  



This Blessed Salvation of ours we know is True and Certain because He stakes His Good Name and Honor on it.
















Amen.
	�The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 128.


	�“I am the good shepherd:  the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.”  St. John 10:11.


	�“Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.”  St. Matthew 20:28.


	�St. John 3:19-21.


	�Romans 5:12.


	�“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”  II Corinthians 5:21.


	�Psalm 23:1.  The text is from The Lutheran Hymnal, p. 128.


	�St. John 10:11.


	�“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.”  St. John 15:13.


	�“Take heed therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.”  Acts 20:28.


	“We Christians must know that if God is not also in the balance, and gives the weight, we sink to the bottom with our scale.  By this I mean:  If it were not to be said [if these things were not true], God has died for us, but only a man, we would be lost.  But if ‘God’s death’ and ‘God died’ lie in the scale of the balance, then He sinks down, and we rise up as a light, empty scale.  But indeed He can also rise again or leap out of the scale; yet He could not sit in the scale unless He became a man like us, so that it could be said:  ‘God died,’ ‘God’s passion,’ ‘God’s blood,’ ‘God’s death.’  For in His nature God cannot die; but now that God and man are united in one person, it is correctly called God’s death, when the man dies who is one thing or one person with God.”  The Formula of Concord, Thorough Declaration, Article VIII. Of the Person of Christ.44, underscore added.


	�“Augustine. One of the greatest of the Latin Church Fathers and one of the outstanding figures of all ages ; b. Tagaste, 354; d. at Hippo Regius, 430,. both in Africa.  ...  For more than thirty years Augustine was the leading theologian and leader of the Church in Africa, his influence at the various synods and councils being decisive.  As a defender of the orthodox faith he stands head and shoulders above his contemporaries, although in some points he did not reach the clearness in the doctrine of sin and grace which is found in the later writings of Luther.  But he fought the Pelagian heresy ... consistently, chiefly in the interest of letting the grace of God stand forth in the fulness of its beauty over against man.  Among his chief writings are: De Gratia et Libero Arbitrio (Of Grace and of Free Will), De Catechizandis Rudibius (a treatise on the art of catechizing), De Doctrina Christiana (Of the Christian Doctrine), De Civitate Dei (Of the City of God), and his Confessions.”  Concordia Cyclopedia, pp. 49, 50, s.v. “Augustine”.  


	�The Apology of the Augsburg Confession, Article III.  Of Love and the Fulfilling of the Law.51, Triglotta, p. 171.


	�II Corinthians 5:21.


	�Galatians 4:4-5.


	�Proverbs 8:20-21.  This Blessed Work of Christ to fulfill for all men their obligations under the Law in order to save is called Christ’s Active Obedience.  “As my Priest, Christ fulfilled the Law in my stead perfectly (active obedience), sacrificed Himself for me (passive obedience), and still intercedes (pleads) for me with His heavenly Father.”  The Small Catechism, question 132 B, p. 108.


	“This teaching of Scripture is of great practical importance.  In his life of faith the Christian continually resorts to Christ’s vicarious fulfillment of the Law.  Luther:  ‘He satisfied the Law; He fulfilled the Law perfectly, for He loved God with all His heart, and with all His soul, and with all His strength, and with all His mind, and He loved His neighbor as Himself.  Therefore, when the Law comes and accuses you of not having kept it, bid it go to Christ.  Say:  There is the Man who has kept it; He fulfilled it for me and gave His fulfillment to me.  Thus the Law is silenced.’”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 375.	


	�Galatians 3:26-27.


	�Ephesians 2:8-10.  The Grace referred to here is God’s Word and Sacraments, i.e., “For by Word and Sacrament are ye saved through faith”, because God’s Grace is His Word and Sacraments.  “To be saved by the Word and the Sacraments means, according to Scripture, to be saved by grace for Christ’s sake, without works.”  The Rev. Dr. Francis Pieper, Christian Dogmatics, Vol. II, p. 6.


	�The Rev. Dr. John Gerhard, Theological Commonplaces ... On the Person and Office of Christ, tr. Richard J. Dinda, ed. Benjamin T. G. Mayes, St. Louis:  Concordia Publishing House, 2009, p. 79.










